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As popular protests threatened (and toppled) authoritarian regimes in the Middle East, the Chinese government escalated 
a crackdown on rights lawyers and activists. �ese lawyers had previously faced harassment, intimidation and persecu-
tion by Chinese authorities in retaliation for the legal advocacy on behalf of clients unpopular with the government.
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5/24 Returned to Xinjiang

6/12 Returned to Inner Mongolia

7/6 Returned to Xinjiang

8/2 Returned 
to Hubei

4/19 Released 

3/5 Returned to Jilin

3/1 Under RS    at a  detention center

3/21 3/24

3/25 

2/19 Disappeared, held in a 
windowless room until release

2/20 

2/22

2/19 Disappeared

2/19 Disappeared 

2/16

2/16 Placed under house arrest

4/14

5/4 Released

5/4 
5/6 Returned to HubeiUnder house arrest since 1/12

4/29 Released

4/29 Released, awaiting trial for “inciting subversion of state power” 

4/19 Released, acknowledges 
being tortured

4/19 Released

5/7-8 5/20-21 6/27
6/29 Released

Disappeared since 4/20/2010

Under house arrest 
since 9/2010

2/25 Placed under RS 

2/16 Disappeared 

4/29

4/8-9

Remains under house arrest

Whereabouts remain unknown

2/15 Questioned 
by police

3/14 - His Vietnamese 
wife is repatriated 
to Vietnam a�er 
17 days of illegal 
detention 

4/2 - Formally arrested for credit card fraud

Returned to hometown soon a�er release

Anatomy of a Crackdown

2/16

Legal Advocacy and the 2011 Crackdown www.csclawyers.org

6/1 Tried & sentenced to 4 months prison & sizable �ne

5/17 Formally     
   charged

4/7 Taken into custody on 
charges of “creating a disturbance”

6/13 Case transferred; faces additional charges of fraud

2/9 2/10

2/15 Liu Shihui, Liu Zhengqing, Li Fangping 
and other activists meet over dinner in 
Guangzhou; crack down begins in days

2/20 - Calls for protests result in small turnout 
of protestors and large number of police, 
press, and spectators in 13  cities

2/22 - Organizers of Jasmine 
rallies call for gatherings 
on 2/27 and 3/5

2/27 - Police  use physical 
force against foreign 
press on date of 
second Jasmine rally

2/12-16 - Protests spread 
throughout Middle East

2/16 - Li Xiongbing, Xu Zhiyong, Li Heping, 
Wang Lihong, Mo Zhixu, Chen Tianshi, 
and Liu Di are placed under house arrest 
to prevent them from attending the 
Chen Guangcheng meeting

Aug - Fall of Gadda� 
regime

3/5 - Unrest in Syria 
   begins

4/3 - Police detain artist 
Ai Weiwei and hold 
him under RS at an 
undisclosed location 
for 81 days; the 
lawyer who agrees  
to represent him is 
disappeared 

3/3-13 - �e CCPCC, China’s top political body, meets; 
political leaders  pledge to tackle economic 
problems to assuage popular discontent

2/15 - ANONYMOUS TWEET 
CALLS FOR JASMINE 
RALLIES IN EVERY 
LARGE CITY IN CHINA 

2/19 - Boxun.com receives an anonymous 
report detailing where the protests will take 
place the next day and publishes the 
information 

3/24 - Tang’s lawyer reported seeing Liu at 
Panyu Dashi Detention Center, but could 
neither speak with him nor see Tang 

6/22 - Ai Weiwei is released

7/1 - 90th 
Anniversary of 
the founding of 
the Communist 
Party of China

2/11 - Egyptian president 
Mubarak resigns 

2/16 - Tang Jitian, Jiang Tianyong, Teng 
Biao and 10 others meet in Beijing 
to discuss how to help Chen 
Guangcheng and his wife


